Local Property Services
Southern Gold Coast

Follows and recommends all property owners and managers to
implement Queensland Fire & Emergency Services Domestic Smoke
Alarm amendment Bill 2016 (See source document not below).

New Smoke Alarm Legislation

© State of Queensland (Queensland Fire and Emergency Services) 2016
All Queensland Fire and Emergency Services material in this document
– except any material protected by a trademark, and unless otherwise
noted – is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 licence.

Information Sheet

Ver 10/2016

Glossary of Terms*
Dwellings - houses, townhouses (Class 1A) and units (Class 2).
Photoelectric - the method the device uses to detect smoke.
Hardwired - connected to the domestic dwelling’s electricity supply.
Interconnected - if one smoke alarm sounds all the other smoke
alarms will also sound. Interconnection can be wired or wireless.
Substantial - work carried out under a building development approval
or the total building works equals 50% of the dwelling over 3 years.
Storey - a space within a building which is situated between one floor
level and the floor level or roof above. This being; in the case of a high
set dwelling, a properly constructed room. It may be reasonable, using
a performance approach, not to install smoke alarms where the storey
is predominantly open (e.g. a highset house on stumps that is used for
carparking or laundry purposes only).
*

If you have a specific question or require
further clarification, please email
SmokeAlarms@qfes.qld.gov.au.
Source documents
•
•

•
•
•

Fire and Emergency Services (Domestic
Smoke Alarms) Amendment Bill 2016
Building Fire Safety (Domestic Smoke
Alarms) Legislation Amendment
Regulation 2016
National Construction Code 2016
Australian Standard (AS) 3786-2014
Land Title Act 1994

Refer to specific legislation for full definitions.

FOR EXISTING DWELLINGS
F rom 1 J anu a r y 2 0 1 7

From 1 J a n u a r y 2 0 2 7

When replacing smoke alarms, they must be
of a photoelectric type which complies with
Australian Standard (AS) 3786-2014.

Smoke alarms in all dwellings must:
i) be photoelectric (AS 3786-2014); and
ii) not also contain an ionisation sensor; and
iii) be less than 10 years old; and
iv) operate when tested; and
v) be interconnected with every other smoke alarm in the
dwelling so all activate together.

Replacing smoke alarms
Existing smoke alarms manufactured more
than ten years ago must be replaced. (Note:
Smoke alarms should have the date of
manufacture stamped on them.)
Smoke alarms that do not operate when
tested must be replaced immediately.
Existing hardwired smoke alarms that
need replacement must be replaced with a
hardwired smoke alarm.

Smoke alarms must be installed on each storey:
i) in each bedroom; and
ii) in hallways which connect bedrooms and the rest of the
dwelling; or
iii) if there is no hallway, between the bedrooms and other parts
of the storey; and
iv) if there are no bedrooms on a storey at least one smoke alarm
must be installed in the most likely path of travel to exit the
dwelling.
Smoke alarms must be either hardwired or powered by a nonremovable 10-year battery.

DWELLINGS BEING SOLD, LEASED OR AN EXISTING LEASE
IS RENEWED
F rom 1 J anu ary
2017
Requirements as for
existing dwellings.
Existing landlord’s and
tenant’s obligations
regarding the installation
and testing of smoke
alarms continue.
Property sellers must
lodge a Form 24 with
the Queensland Land
Registry Office stating the
requirements of the new
smoke alarm legislation
have been met.

F ro m 1 J an u ar y 2 0 2 2
Smoke alarms in the dwelling must:
i) be photoelectric (AS 3786-2014); and
ii) not also contain an ionisation sensor; and
iii) be less than 10 years old; and
iv) operate when tested; and
v) be interconnected with every other smoke alarm in the dwelling so all activate
together.
Smoke alarms must be installed on each storey:
i) in each bedroom; and
ii) in hallways which connect bedrooms and the rest of the dwelling; or
iii) if there is no hallway, between the bedrooms and other parts of the storey; and
iv) if there are no bedrooms on a storey at least one smoke alarm must be installed in
the most likely path of travel to exit the dwelling.
Smoke alarms must be hardwired or powered by a non-removable 10-year battery.

N E W D W E L L I N G S A N D D W E L L I N G S B E I N G S U B S T A N T I A L LY
RENOVATED
F rom 1 J anu ary 20 1 7
The development
approval process for new
dwellings and substantial
renovations will ensure
that building works
approved after this date
will bring dwellings into
compliance with the new
laws.

Smoke alarms in the dwelling must:
i) be photoelectric (AS 3786-2014); and
ii) not also contain an ionisation sensor; and
iii) be hardwired to the mains power supply with a secondary power source (i.e. battery);
and
iv) be interconnected with every other smoke alarm in the dwelling so all activate
together.
Smoke alarms must be installed on each storey:
i) in each bedroom; and
ii) in hallways which connect bedrooms and the rest of the dwelling; or
iii) if there is no hallway, between the bedrooms and other parts of the storey; and
iv) if there are no bedrooms on a storey at least one smoke alarm must be installed in
the most likely path of travel to exit the dwelling.

PRESCRIBED LOCATIONS FOR INSTALLING SMOKE
ALARMS
Where practicable smoke alarms must be placed on the
ceiling. Smoke alarms must not be placed:
i) within 300mm of a corner of a ceiling and a wall;
ii) within 300mm of a light fitting;
iii) within 400mm of an air-conditioning vent;
iv) within 400mm or the blades of a ceiling fan.
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There are special requirements for stairways, sloping
ceilings, and ceilings with exposed beams. Specific
requirements will be explained in the Building Fire Safety
Regulation 2008.
If impractical for the prescribed location requirements
to be met (e.g. may be affected by steam from shower
or fumes from cooking), the owner may put the alarm at
another location that will provide a warning to occupants
of the dwelling.
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Escape Plans

When fire strikes, you may only have a few minutes from the sounding of the smoke alarm to when your life is
seriously threatened by fire or smoke. It is very important that you prepare and practise an escape plan, that
everyone knows what the smoke alarm sounds like, and that everyone in the household knows what to do in an
emergency.

Plan to get out...
Step 1: Draw your
escape plan on a
sheet of paper.
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Step 2: Try to
have two ways
out of every room.
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Step 3: Pick a
meeting place
outside the home,
such as your
letterbox.
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Step 4: Practise your fire
escape plan regularly - at
night, with the light off,
standing and crawling.

door

window

Primary escape option
Secondary escape option

30

Meeting Place

Draw your escape plan on a sheet of paper.
•
•
•

Display so everyone, including visitors, can see it.
A basic plan or line drawing is sufficient as long as it shows the primary and secondary escape options.
You can also visit www.fire.qld.gov.au and create your escape plan online.

Try to have two ways out of every room.
•
•
•

Is your house one level or more?
Your primary escape option is your front or back door. It is the easiest, quickest and safest exit and must be
clear of obstructions (e.g. tripping hazards).
Your secondary escape option is through another door or, as a last resort, a window.
• Use this option if the primary escape is blocked.
• If you cannot get out, move to a room furtherest from the fire that can be seen from outside easily.

• Place a rolled towel or clothing at the bottom of the closed door to stop smoke from entering the room. This will
also slow the spread of the fire into the room.
• Open window for fresh air. Shout to attract attention so people know where you are. This ensures attending fire
service officers know where you are.
• Leaving from windows or other exits above the ground floor may cause injury and should only be attempted if there
is no other means of escape; and the room you are in is no longer safe to stay in.
• In these extreme circumstances, be prepared to smash a window as a means of escape. Use a solid object to break
the window, and clear away jagged glass. Always break the glass at the highest part of the window and slowly and
carefully work your way down the pane. This will ensure that glass does not fall down on top of you. Place a thickly
folded blanket, mat or similar over the window frame to protect yourself against cuts.
• Throw your mattress on to the ground below to lesson the impact of your fall.
• Don’t jump out of the window. Lower yourself down as far as you can to reduce the height of your fall. If your home
is more than 2 storeys lowering yourself down may still not be enough to allow a safe escape.
• Do doors and windows have security that may impede your escape? Install deadlocks that can be opened from the
inside without keys.
• When installing security grills on windows, select a type that easily open outwards from the inside.
• If keys are needed, leave the key in the lock or on a hook on the centre of the door or near the window but out of
reach of potential intruders.
• Limit the number of keys needed to open doors by having locks keyed alike.

Pick a meeting place outside the home, such as your letterbox.
•
•
•

The distance away should be enough that you aren’t affected by smoke or heat.
Account for all people in house.
If anyone is missing, tell the fire service. DO NOT return to the house.

Practise your fire escape plan regularly - at night, with the light off, standing and crawling.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Smoke can be disorientating.
The speed of fire and the toxicity of smoke means you don’t have time to think.
The sound of a smoke alarm can create a surge of adrenalin which may cause panic.
You are more likely to panic trying to get out if you haven’t planned and practised your escape.
Worrying about everyone else will delay your own escape.
Use the back of your hand to check closed doors for heat before opening.
Crawl low. Smoke and heat will build from the ceiling down.
Close, but do not lock, doors behind you as you exit. This helps to limit the spread of fire and smoke while allowing
others to escape and firefighters to access the fire.

Ring Triple Zero (000) and ask for the fire service.
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Ensure everyone is aware of the emergency phone number Triple Zero (000).
Say your name.
Say where you are.
Say what has happened.
Answer the Operator’s questions.
Stay on the phone with the Operator until they hang up.
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